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10 Universal Charity Card System 

by 

15 

Tara Chand Sii^hal 



20 

Bacl^roiind 

Merchants, as part of their business strategy of keeping customers and fostering 
customer loyalty, make contributions to local charities based on the specific needs of 
25 their customers as a percentage of sales to those customers. This charitable 

contribution is made possible by the merchant selling to the charity bearer certificates 
for redemption at the merchant's store for the merchant's goods. These bearer 
certificates are sold at a discount from the face value to the charity. The charity in 
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turn sells those bearer certificates to its benefactors at full face value. The benefactors 
then use the bearer certificates at that specific merchant that issued the certificates. 

This approach to raising charitable funds involves fund raisers' effort and has 
5 effort and inconveniences on the part of others built into it For example, the 

benefactors have to buy these bearer certificates in bulk by paying cash to the charity 
and thus laying out funds in advance. The charity acts as a middle man and has to find 
and convince benefactors to buy these certificates to help the charity. The merchant 
has to print the bearer charity certificates and track liiem fi^om selling to charity to 
1 0 until they are cashed by the benefactor. 

An objective of the presait invention is to eliminate the charity's role as a 
middle man in buying certificates fi*om the merchant and selling them to the 
benefactor. 

15 

Another objective is to eliminate a benefactor's need to buy the certificates in 
advance and shell out large cash in advance. 

Yet another objective is to eliminate the merchant's effort in having to print, 
20 sell and redeem and thus track the certificates. 

Yet another objective is to enable those charities that do not participate in this 
approach of fund raising to participate in this approach by eliminating the effort on 
the charity's part of buying and selling charity certificates of a merchant. 

25 

Yet another objective is to achieve substantial reduction in effort and cost for 
the benefactor, the charity and the merchant by automating the system at the local and 
national level. 
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Summary 



A Universal Charity Card System (UCCS) is described. In UCCS, there is a 
5 Universal Charity Card (UCC) which identifies a customer-benefactor and a charity 
by coded identification. The customer-benefactor is a customer of a merchant and 
benefactor of the charity. The coded identification may use magnetic encoding means 
or bar-coding means. If bar-code is used, it is preferable, that the customer-benefactor 
identification code is on one side of the card and the charity identification code is on 
10 the other side of the card. 

The UCCS has a merchant computer system of the merchant. This may be an 
existing computer system used by the merchant for other tasks such as sales/receipt 
system in which a UCCS merchant software system is built into. The merchant 
1 5 computer system reads the Universal Charity Card's coded identification information 
via an input peripheral. 

The UCCS merchant software has an interface function to merchant's 
sales/receipt system transferring coded identification data from the UCC and current 
20 total sale to the UCCS merchant software. It also has a function of computing 

cumulative charitable contribution equal to prior charitable contribution plus a percent 
of current sale and a function of printing charity name and cumulative charitable 
contribution on the current sales receipt. 

25 The UCCS merchant software system also has data storage means in a UCCS 

merchant database which stores data on the customer-benefactor identification, the 
charity identification, merchant identification and charitable contribution. 
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The UCCS may preferably also have a UCCS central computer system which 
pre-stores the merchant's bank electronic fund transfer identification and the charity's 
bank electronic fund transfer identification. The UCCS central computer system links 
to the merchant computer system for downloading the UCCS merchant database. The 
5 central computer system downloads the merchant database and initiates a debit 
electronic fund transfer to the merchant's bank for an amount equal to the charitable 
contribution. The central computer system then collates data from different merchants 
for the same charity and initiates a credit electronic fund transfer to the charity's bank 
for an amount equal to the total of charitable contributions from different merchants. 

10 

The functions of debiting the merchant's bank and crediting the charity's bank 
may be performed once a month, or once every three months, or once every six 
months or once every year depending upon the volume of transactions and or the size 
of the charitable contributions. 

15 

The UCCS central computer system preferably has an interface function, using 
internet, enabling a charity to input the charity and customer-benefactor identification 
data into the central computer system. It also has a function enabling charity's status 
authentication, a function creating and printing UnivCTsal Charity Cards and an 
20 accounting statement function generating statements to the merchant, charity and 
customer-benefactor. 

The central compute system, preferably may have yet another interface 
function, using internet, enabling a customer-benefactor to input customer-benefactor 
25 data and data on multiple charities with percent split among the charities. The 
customer-benefactor may also input one charity with a specific charitable cause or 
multiple charitable causes and percent split among the multiple charitable causes of a 
single charity. 



4 



The interface function of the central computer may utilize internet means or 
may be via telephone or may be via a person who receives this information and enters 
the information into the central computer system, 

5 

The UCCS by using a UCC, UCCS merchant software and UCCS central 
computer software seamlessly and effortlessly facilitates the efforts of the three 
parties involved, the merchant, the charity and the customer-benefactor. 

10 

Drawings 

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the present invention will 
become better understood with regard to the following description, appended claims 
1 5 and accompanying drawings where: 

Figure 1 is a version of system block diagram of Universal Charity Card System. 
20 Figure 2A is a version of Universal Charity Card. 

Figure 2B is another version of Universal Charity Card. 

Figure 3 is a version of Universal Charity Card System's merchant software functions. 

25 

Figure 3 A is a version of UCCS merchant database 
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Figure 4 is a version of Universal Charity Card System's central computer software 
functions. 

Figure 4A is a version of UCCS central computer database 

5 



Description 

10 

A universal charity card system (10) has a universal charity card(l 1), a 
merchant with a merchant computer system (12), a charity (13) and a customer- 
benefactor (14), who is a customer of the merchant and purchases goods (14A) and 
wishes to benefit the charity. The universal charity card system, preferably has a 
1 5 central computer system(l 5). 



The UCCS merchant computer system (12) may be an existing computer 
system with UCCS merchant software (20) and UCCS merchant database (20 A) in it. 
The UCCS merchant computer system has an input peripheral device (21 ) for a bar- 
20 code and or magnetic code, a sales/receipt software (22) which prints customer sales 
receipt (22A), a Universal Charity Card System (UCCS) merchant software (20) and 
preferably an electronic link (23) to the UCCS central computer system (15). 

With reference to Figure 2, the universal charity card (1 1) is a card with two 
25 sides, side 1(1 1 A) and side 2 (1 IB). The customer-benefactor's identification (16) is 
bar-coded on side 1 and the charity's identification bar-coded on side 2 of the card 
(17). The customer-benefactor identification is, preferably bar coded on one side and 
the charity identification is bar-coded on the other side of the card, where a plurality 
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of charities may be bar-coded along with parent split of charitable contribution 
among the plurality of charities (18). A charity with a specific charitable cause or a 
charity with multiple charitable causes with percent split among the causes may be 
coded. For example, in a school district charity, parents of children attending a 
5 specific school may want their contributions to go towards that specific school. 

The coding on the UCC may be by magnetic means on a magnetic strip on tite 
card (19). Both the bar-coding and magnetic coding are existing technologies in wide 
10 use. It is conceivable that some merchants use bar coding and some magnetic coding 
only ii^ut pmpheral devices. A UCC may have both bar-coding and magnetic coding 
on it 

With reference to Figure 3, The UCCS merchant software (20) has the 
15 function of: an interface function to merchant's sales/receipt system transferring UCC 
data and current total sale to the UCCS merchant software (25). The customer- 
benefactor identification read from the UCC is searched within the UCCS merchant 
database, and if a record does not exist, the merchant computer system pron^ts the 
merchant to read in the other side of the UCC card vdiich has information on charity 
20 and a new database record for the customCT-benefactor for the charities is created in 
the UCCS merchant database. If a magnetically encoded UCC is used which has all 
the information on a magnetic strip, the step of reading the other side of UCC may not 
be necessary. The Interface function waits for a sale conq)lete signal from the 
sale/receipt software before proceeding to the next function. 

25 

The UCCS m^chant software also ftmctions of: computing charitable 
contribution as a percent of current sale and i^litting among multiple charities or 
charitable causes of a single charity(26); a function of updating a merchant database 
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with customer-benefactor identification, charity identification and cumulative 
charitable contributions (27); and a function of printing charity name and cumulative 
charitable contribution on the current sales receipt (28). 

Figure 3 A shows a UCCS mwchant database showing Hie essential database 
elements. The UCCS merchant software also may have a function that disburses 
funds to the charity for cumulative charitable contributions (29). 

With reference to Figure 1 and 4, the UCCS Central computer system (15) has 
a UCCS central computer software (15A) which has the following functions. 

A Charity interface fimction (30), which receives and saves data from the 
charity such as charity's tax exemption status and identification, charity's bank 
identification for electronic fund ti-ansfer (EFT) and customer-benefactor 
identification in the form of names and addresses. 

A customer-benefactor interface function (31) which can receive and save data 
fi"om a customer-benefactor on one or more charities, perc^t split contribution among 
charities, or percent split contribution among one or more causes with in a sin^e 
charity. 

A charity status authentication function (32) an a universal charity card 
printing function (33). The charity status authentication function may involw an 
automated or manual interface with the Internal Revenue Service to verify the tax 
exempt status of the charity. After printing, the UCC cards may be mailed to the 
charity for distribution to the customea--benefac1»rs or they may be mailed directiy to 
the customer-benefactors. 
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A ma:chant setiq> fuoction (34) Ibat downloads liie UCCS merchant software 
package to the merchant computer system, enables its installation, set up and test. A 
merchant interface function (35) which receives data £rom ma-chant that may include 
merchant ideatification, merchant's bank electronic funds transfer ideotiiication 
s merchant computer system idoitification. 

An operation execitfion function (36) which has the sub functions of requestii^ 
and receiving UCCS mm^hant database download (37), merging data from the 
merchant data base into a UCCS central conq)uter database (38), sorting the central 

10 computer database by merchant so that a debit electronic fund transfer order is issued 
to the merchant's bank (39), and sorting the central con^ut^ data base by charity so 
that a credit electronic fund transfer ord^ is is^sued to the charity's bank (40). A 
management and or processing fee may be subtracted from the chmtable funds 
distributed to the charity (40). There is also a sub-function of printing accounting 

15 statem^ts to the customs-benefactor and the merchant (41) 

Figure 4A shows the UCCS central computer data base showing the essential 
database elments. 

20 The interface functions of the UCCS central computer system and the UCCS 

central computer software with the charity, the merchant and the customer-benefactor 
may utilize iatonet means or may be via telq>hone either automated or via a p&csoo. . 
The internet and telephone technol(^ are existing technol(^es in widespread use for 
such interface functions. 

25 

Although the present invention has been described in consid^ble detail with 
respect to certaia preferred versions thereof, oth«- versions are possible. Thraefore, 
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the spirit and scope of the appended claims should not be limited to the descriptions 
of the preferred versions contained herein. 



Therefore, I claim: 

5 

1 . A universal charity card system comprising a universal charity card which 
identifies a customer-benefactor and a charity by coded information and a merchant 
computer system which reads the universal charity card's coded information and 
computes charitable contribution to the charity as a percent of sales to the customer- 

10 benefactor. 

2. The claim as in 1 , where the merchant computer system stores in a m^chant 
database the customer-benefactor identification,, the charity identification, merchant 
identification and charitable contribution. 

15 

3. The claim as in 2, further comprising a central computer system which pre- 
stores merchant's bank electronic fund transfer identification, charity's bank 
electronic fund transfer identification, and Imks to the merchant computer system for 
the purpose of downloading the merchant database, whereby, it downloads the 

20 merchant database and initiates a debit electronic fund transfer to the merchant's bank 
for an amount equal to the charitable contribution and a credit electronic fund transf^ 
to charity's bank for an amount equal to the charitable contribution. 

4. The claim as in 1 , where the universal charity card is a card with customer- 

25 benefactor's identification and charity's identification magnetically coded on a side of 
the card. 
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5. The claim as in 4, where the customer-b^efactor identificatioii is bar coded on 
one side and the charity identification is bar-coded on other side of the card, where a 
plurality of chaities may be bar-coded along with percent split of charitable 
contribution amoi^ the plurality of charities. 

5 

6. The claim as in 3, where the merchant computer system comprises an input 
peripheral device, a sales/receipt software, a Universal Charity Card System (UCCS) 
merchant software and an electronic link to the central computer system. 

10 7. The claim as in 6, where the UCCS merchant software comprises: 

an interface function to merchant's sales/receipt system transfOTing UCC data and 
current total sale to the UCCS merchant software; 

1 5 a function of computing cumulative charitable contribution equal to prior charitable 
contribution plus a p&cc&at of current sale; and 

a function of printing charity name and cumulative charitable contribution on the 
current sales receipt. 

20 

8. The claim as in 7, where the UCCS merchant software further comprises 

a function of updating the merchant database with customs-benefactor id^tification, 

charity identification and charitable contribution. 

25 9. The claim as in 3, where the central computer system further comprising 
an interface function enabling a charity to enter the charity and customer-benefactor 
id^tification data into the central computer system and a UCC card creating function. 
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1 0. The claim as in 9, where the central computer system further comprising an 
accounting statement function generatii^ statements to the merchant, charity and 
customer-benefactor. 

5 11. A universal charity card system comprising: 

a universal charity card which identifies a customer-benefactor and a charity by coded 
information; 

10 a merchant computer system which reads the universal charity card's coded 

information, computes charitable contribution as a percent of sales to the ci^tomer- 
benefactor and stores in a merchant database data on the customer-benefactor 
identification, the charity identification, and charitable contribution; and disburses a 
check to the charity for charitable contribution. 

15 

12. The claim as in 1 1, where the universal charity card is a card with customer- 
benefactor's identification and charity's identification coded on a side of the card. 

13. The claim as in 12, where the merchant computer system comprises an input 
20 peripheral device, a sales/receipt software, a Universal Charity Card System (UCCS) 

merchant software and an electronic link to the central computer system. 

14. The clann as in 13, where the UCCS merchant software comprises: 

25 an interface function to merchant's sales/receipt system transferring UCC data and 
current total sale to the UCCS software; 
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a function of computing cumulative charitable contribution equal to prior charitable 
contribution plus a percent of current sale; and 

a function of printing charity name and cumulative charitable contribution on the 
s current sales receipt. 

15. A universal charily card system comprising: 

a universal charity card which identifies a customer-benefactor and a charity by coded 
information; 

10 a merchant computer systm which reads the universal charity card's coded 
information and computes charitable contribution as a p^cent of sales to the 
customer-benefactor and stores in a merchant database the customer-benefactor 
identification, the charity identification, merchant identification and charitable 
contribution; 

15 

a central computer system which pre-stores merchant's bank electronic fund transfer 
identification, charity's bank electronic fund transfer identification, and links to the 
merchant computer systan for the purpose of downloading the merchant database, 
whareby, it downloads tiie merchant database and initiates a debit electronic fund 
20 transfer to the merchant's bank for an amount equal to the charitable contribution and 
a credit electronic fund transfer to charity's bank for an amount equal to the charitable 
contribution. 

1 6. The claim as in 1 5, where the universal charity card is a card with customer- 
25 benefactor's identification and charity's identification bar-coded on a side of the card. 

17. The claim as in 1 5, where the central computer sjretem further conq>rising 
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an interface function enabling a charity to enter the charity and customer-benefactor 
identification data into the central computer system. 

1 8. The claim as in 1 5, where the central computer s;^em iuith^ cominising 

5 an interface function enabliog a customer-benefactor to enter the customer-benefactor 
identification data, multiple charities and percent splits among the multiple charities, 
into ike central compute system. 

19. The claim as in 16, where the central computer Systran further comprising 
1 0 a Universal Charity Card creating function. 

20. The claim as in 1 6, where the central computer system further conqidsing 
a charity's status authentication function. 

IS 21 . The claim as in 16, whrae the central computer system further conqnising an 
accounting statement function gmerating statements to the merchant, charity and 
customer-benefactor. 

22. A univrasal charity card conqnising coded identification on a custcnner- 
20 benefactor and a charity. 

23 . The claim as in 22, whrae the coded identification using ma^etic encoding 
means. 

25 24. The claim as in 22, where the coded identification using bar coding means 

25. The claim as in 22, where the customer-benefactor identification code is on one 
side of the card and charity identification code is on other side of the card. 
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Abstract 



A universal charity card system having a universal charity card which identifies 
5 a customCT-benefactor and a charity by coded information. A merchant computer 
system which reads the universal charity card's coded information and computes 
charitable contribution as a percent of sales to the customer-bmefactor and stores in a 
merchant database data on the customs-benefactor identification, the charity 
identification, merchant identification and charitable contribution. A central computer 
10 system which pre-stores merchant's bank electronic fund transfa* identification, 
charity's bank electronic fund transfer identification, and links to the merchant 
computer system for the purpose of downloading the merchant database, whereby, it 
downloads the mea-chant database and initiates a debit electronic fund transfer to the 
merchant's bank for an amount equal to the charitable contribution and a credit 
15 electronic fund transfer to charity's bank for an amount equal to the charitable 
contribution. 
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Interface Function 

Read customer- benefactor id from UCC. 
Search UCCS merchant database for 
benefactor id. (If not in data base prompt 
merchant to read charity data from UCC 
card.) Create database record with 
benefactor id, charity id and cumulative 
contribution. 

Wait for sale complete signal 



contribution = sale x percent 
charity spUt 

charityl = contributionxsphtl 
chari1y2 contributionxsphtl 




i 



update UCCS Merchant database ( benefactor id) 
cum_contributionl=cum contribution! + charityl 
cum contribution2=cum contribution2 +chari1y2 



T 



print on sales receipt 

cum contributionl and charityl name 

cum_contribution2 and charity2 name 



When cmn contribution exceed threshold 
Merchant disburse check for 
charitable contribution to charity 



FIGURES 




FIGURE 3 A 



UCCS Merchant database 

(Merchant Identification, Calender year) 

customer-benefactorl identification 
charity 1 id, split(50), cumcontributionl 
charity2 id, spht(50), cum_contribution2 

custon^*benefactor2 idaitification 
charityl id, spht(50), cum contributionl 
charity2 id, split(25), cum_contribution2 
charityS id, spht(25), cum_contribution3 



customer-benefactor-n id^tification 
charity id, spht(100), cum_contribiition 





UCCS Central Computer database 
Charityl total contribution 
Merchant! total contribution 

bmefactorl, contribution 
benefactoi2 contribution 




Merchant2 


total contribution 
benefactorl contribution 
benefector2 contribution 


FIGURE 4 A 


Charity2 
Merchant! 


total contribution 
total contribution 
benefactorl, contribution 
benefactor2 contribution 




MerchantZ 


total contribution 
benefactorl contribution 
benefactor2 contribution 
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